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What is human research?

cartoon by Don Mayne, published on January 6, 2023, Friday Afternoon’s Funny, AHRECS
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What is AI?
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- Research with existing AI

- Research to develop AI

What is AI research?



IMPACT OF AI 

https://www.theverge.com/2022/3/17/22983197/ai-new-possible-chemical-weapons-generative-models-vx



Regulation of AI 
Current state

Illustration by Vreni Stollberger - Stanford Social Innovation Review 



Why is regulation necessary?

Physical harms

- including injury, illness, pain;

Psychological harms

- including feelings of worthlessness,
distress, guilt, anger or fear related, for 
example, to disclosure of sensitive or
embarrassing information; 

Devaluation of personal worth

- including being humiliated, manipulated
or in other ways treated disrespectfully
or unjustly;

Social harms
- including damage to social networks 

or relationships with others; 
discrimination in access to benefits, 
services, employment or insurance; 
social stigmatisation; and findings of 
previously unknown paternity status;

Economic harms
- including the imposition of direct or 

indirect costs on participants;

Legal harms
- including discovery and prosecution 

of criminal conduct.
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Bluey, ‘Promises’



Midjourney, response to prompt from author, 9 March 2023

‘one male professor one female professor speaking with 

robot in style of byzantine mosaic’

A creative boundary

Is creativity required?

Are AI tools a source of data, like an archive?

Are AI tools a co-creator of knowledge, like an 

interviewee?

Are AI tools a co-contributor, like a co-author?



Midjourney, response to prompt from author, 9 March 2023

‘robot writing a book in style of byzantine mosaic’

Criteria of authorship

Significant intellectual or scholarly contribution 

(Authorship supporting guide 2019)

Contributor role taxonomy (Allen et. al. 2019)

Continuity and creditworthiness (Jenkins and Lin 

2023)



Midjourney, response to prompt from author, 9 March 2023

‘<byzantine mosaic> imposing AI’

Accountability

Can ChatGPT be accountable for what it writes? 

As an AI language model, ChatGPT is not capable 

of being held accountable for what it writes 

because it is an algorithm that generates responses 

based on its training data and the input it receives 

from users. ChatGPT's responses are not based on 

personal beliefs or intentions, and it cannot be held 

responsible for any harm or misinformation that 

may arise from its responses. 





Thank you!

Dr Fotini Toso | fotini.toso@rmit.edu.au
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Parts of this presentation have been presented elsewhere.
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