
I’m a student! Hear me laugh?
Reaching students through humour, grit, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity.
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Federation University Australia acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands and waters where our campuses, centres and field 
stations are located and I pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging. I extend this respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander and First Nations Peoples.

Wimmera: Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, 
Jadawadjali, Wergaia, Jupagulk

Ballarat: Wadawurrung

Gippsland: Gunai Kurnai

Brisbane: Turrbal and Jagera

Nanya Station: Mutthi Mutthi and 
Barkindji

Berwick: Boon Wurrung

Ararat: Djab Wurrung

Geographical Mapping with Language/Clan Group/Clusters Art work developed by Shanaya Sheridan, FedUni AEC



A sense of belonging
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An authentic 
Online 

Learning 
Advisor 
(OLA)

First Gens 
feel less 

comfortable 
at 

university
Kirby & Thomas, 2021

Leading 
with 

empathy 
and 

compassion

Predictor of 
academic 
success & 
promote 
retention

Being
‘seen’

Who are 
our 

students?
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So what 
word(s) 

represents 
your authentic 

self?
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Humour

Harbour 
positive 

emotions
(Yates, Lavonen & Niemi, 

2018)

Ignites 
creativity 

and critical 
thinking

(Dormann & Biddle, 
2006)

Reduces 
distance

(McCabe, Sprute & 
Underdown, 2017)

Increases 
participation 

on the 
Discussion 

Board
(Vandergriff & Fuchs, 2012)

Less 
intimidating

Enhance 
critical 

thinking
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How is 
humour 
used?

Attention
Think: 

FOL Sparks 
Weekly DB Springboards

Images, caricatures

(Fredrickson & Branigan, 2005;
Shatz & Loshiavo, 2006)

Recall
Think:

‘Talk throughs’ to 
decipher 

challenging 
content

Text, images, 
video

(Garner, 2006; James, 
2004; Lei et al., 2010)

Humour 
breaks

Think:
Reduce cognitive 
fatigue & provide 

emotional relaxation

(Henrie et al., 2015)

Feedback
Think:

Engaging the 
audience with the 

exaggerated and/or 
proposterous



But, what if I’m not funny?
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Humour is more than jokes, in an Online Learning Environment, humour could be:

• The use of emoji/emoticons

• Cartoons/Caricatures

• Collaborative Live Sessions that add a human element

• ‘Talk through’ videos



Attention
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Recall
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Feedback
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Provide examples of how the content can have an impact on their 
profession.  Model what that might look like.

Indigenous Languages: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzJlvQaHjFg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzJlvQaHjFg


Humour Breaks
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Result =Reducing Distance
Peer-to-peer and student-OLA
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Result = humanizing online learning. 
We are real people
Moodle | EDECE 1019 SEM9 2022 Federation University Online: Cubby house
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https://moodle.federation.edu.au/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=671850


Think about this image
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Or this image



Or this image?



Our Live Synchronous Sessions reflects humour as our reality  
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I’m sure you all remember this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh4f9AYRCZY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh4f9AYRCZY
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Curious as to what is next then?



Grit, Curiosity, Collaboration, Critical Thinking, 
and Creativity (Jana, 2021)
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Encourage 
Exploration

Provide
Variety

Encourage
Collaboration Critical 

thinking & 
multiple 

perspectives

Creativity
Self-

Reflection

Curiosity-
driven 

learning & 
Real World



Thank you

Emma Derainne
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