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The Industry Placement 
Program (IPP) provides a 
unique  opportunity  for 
businesses, government 
and industry to tap into 
the next generation of 
graduates in a broad 
range of disciplines. 
In partnering with the Industry 
Placement Program, your 
organisation will have access to 
undergraduate students for up to 26 
weeks of full-time placement. Each 
student is carefully selected from 
specific study areas to ensure they 
have skills and interests relevant to 
your workplace. 

The program is designed to assist 
in your organisation’s long-term 
goals to develop and attract new 
talent, and inspire students to 
pursue a career in your industry. 

It also forms part of the students 
course, enhancing their academic 
studies with workplace experience. 
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What is the Industry Placement Program? 
 
 
 
 

The Industry Placement Program (IPP) is an industry-based 
scholarship program offered to students who are studying in 
the areas of Arts, Business, Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, IT and Science. 

 
The program partners selected students with leading host organisations throughout their 
region, to provide a valuable industry experience in an area relevant to their field of study. 
Our priority is to ensure that the needs of the industry sponsor are met, and the student 
serves as an effective contributor to the organisation. 

IPP students generally undertake a full-time six-month placement in the third year of 
their studies, or two thirteen-week placements. The projects or tasks assigned to the 
student while on placement will ultimately be set by the Industry Sponsor in consultation 
with IPP staff. 

 
Your priority is to give students a quality experience within your 
organisation. 

A position description for the student’s placement will be discussed with IPP staff and 
the student’s academic supervisor to ensure the work undertaken by the student 
integrates their academic learning with its application in the workplace – that is, it 
combines theory with practice. 
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IPP aims to meet the 
emerging needs of industry 
skill requirements and 
provides potential for host 
organisations to maintain 
highly skilled and 
experienced graduates for 
the future. The program also 
encourages students and 
industry to build strong 
relationships throughout the 
student’s university studies. 



 
 

 
 

How do industry placements work? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most students in the Industry Placement Program undertake a 
26-week full time placement in their final year of study. 
Engineering students undertake two 13 week placements over the summer vacation in 
their second and third years of study. 

Students in the program receive ongoing support while studying on campus, as well as 
during their industry placement. Staff from the IPP office work closely with students and 
host organisations to ensure the industry placements are clearly structured to provide 
maximum benefit for both parties. 

 
Sample industry placement schedule 

 
 

 
Year of 
course 

 
Arts, Business & 
Commerce, IT, Science 

 
Engineering 

 
Double Degree 

 
1st Year Professional Development 

Program 
Professional Development 
Program 

Professional Development 
Program 

 

2nd Year 
 

Professional 
Development Program 

13 weeks 
Professional Development 
Program 

 
 

Professional Development 
Program 

 
3rd Year 

 
26 weeks 

 
13 weeks 

 
4th Year 

 
N/A Completion 

of 4th Year studies 
 

26 weeks 
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Site Visits 
Staff from the Industry 
Placement Program will visit 
students in the work place on 
at least three occasions 
during their placement. 
These visits are used to monitor the 
students’ progress, discuss the tasks 
allocated, conduct placement 
evaluations and communicate with the 
industry supervisors. 

Site visits are an opportunity for 
industry supervisors to provide valuable 
feedback to the IPP staff regarding the 
student’s performance, the placement 
and the program. 

The visits will take place during weeks 
6  and 16, and final presentation in 
weeks 24–26. During the placement 
and at the end of the placement, 
supervisors will be asked to evaluate 
the student’s progress. 



 
 

     
 
 

Benefits for our 
industry partners 

 
By partnering with the Industry Placement Program, your 
organisation will have the opportunity to make an important 
contribution to further education and training in the region, 
while gaining a number of significant benefits: 

Community 
• Support your local community and local students – keeping our best graduates 

employed in our region. 
• Provide students with relevant experience and exposure to best practices within your 

industry. 
• Inspire students to build a successful career within your industry. 
• Assist local students with the financial costs of university. 

 

Organisational Development and Recruitment 
• The program can act as an extended interview process, allowing you to trial 

prospective future employees, assess their skills and see how they fit within your 
organisation. 

• The program provides industry sponsors with students who bring fresh ideas, energy 
and highly transferrable skills to the organisation. 

• Industry sponsors have access to competent students to undertake project work / 
tasks where limited resources or time constraints exist. 

• The program encourages opportunities for future collaboration with the University for 
research and business development. 

• Be involved in networking with other IPP industry sponsors at functions and events. 
• Your staff will gain experience in managing placement students, enhancing their own 

professional development. 
• Market and increase your organisation’s public profile at various events such as 

Open Day, graduate events and career fairs. 
 

Financial Benefits 
• The program is cost effective, with no payroll or administration fees. 
• The student is paid as a scholarship recipient and not via your payroll. 
• Reduced recruitment and training costs – many students return as employed 

graduates to their sponsor organisation (note: there is no obligation for industry 
sponsors to offer ongoing employment to students). 
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INDUSTRY  PROFILE  

East Gippsland Water 
Brett Millington 
Executive Manager Corporate and 
Development Services 

 
“We’ve been an active participant in the 
Industry Placement Program for the 
past three years and have found the 
experience very worthwhile. 

The five students we have engaged 
have been fantastic ambassadors for 
Gippsland Campus and outstanding 
young people. Their ability to step into 
the workplace and have an immediate 
impact via their fresh and engaging 
approach has been very pleasing. Our 
organisation has benefited greatly from 
the knowledge these students have 
gained during their studies and the 
extended time they spend with us 
becoming involved in our organisation’s 
culture. 

Three of the students have now moved 
into full-time employment with our 
organisation, and having been embedded 
into our culture for an extended period 
during the program, they have certainly 
hit the ground running. 

I would recommend participation to any 
business, not just for the intellectual 
benefit the students bring to an 
organisation, but also because of the 
vibrancy and engaging approach of 
these young people. 

The Industry Placement Program is a 
win-win-win scenario. A win for my 
organisation having access to good 
people, a win for young people who are 
wanting to make a difference in their 
local community, and a win for the 
community who maintain the 
relationship with those young minds.” 



 

 
 

STUDENT  PROFILE  
 

Harrison Fletcher 
Science – Ecology and 
Environmental Management 
Industry Sponsor: 
Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning 

After completing VCE at Lakes 
Entrance Secondary College, Harrison 
commenced the Bachelor of Science 
with a major in Ecology and 
Environmental Management. 

“One of the highlights of my studies is 
being part of Industry Placement 
Program as part of my degree.” 

Harrison’s major task during placement 
at the department was assisting in the 
management of the Raymond Island 
koala population; working with 
community members and DELWP staff. 

Harrison has also assisted in counting 
Australian Fur Seal pups on Philip 
Island, monitored Brush-Tailed Rock 
Wallabies and worked within Grey 
Headed Flying Fox colonies. 

“The interaction with the environment 
as well as the local community has 
been very rewarding. Assisting 
members of the community in 
managing wildlife such as wombats  
and possums on their property was part 
of my work. By increasing the 
awareness of property owners I was 
able to introduce a range of ways to live 
with the wildlife in some cases, rather 
than trapping and removing the animal. 

To work in this department has been 
my career goal for years and the work 
placement has strengthened that 
feeling and given me experience.” 



 
 

 
 

Commitment from industry 
 
 
 
 
Organisations who partner with the Industry Placement 
Program will be asked to sign a contract for the student 
placement which governs the responsibilities for both parties 
in conducting the placement experience. 

This includes: 
• Making a financial contribution of $20,000 plus GST. 
• Providing a full-time position for the length of the placement, including a clear task/ 

position description for the student. 
• Providing students on placement with an industry experience that is challenging and 

relevant to the student’s studies. 
• Assigning a supervisor (or supervisors) to the student for the duration of the 

placement to monitor the student’s progress. 
• Providing a mentor for the student (this could be the supervisor) while on placement, 

to impart their knowledge and experience of the industry and the organisation. 
• Evaluating the student’s performance (in a process similar to staff appraisals) twice 

during the placement. 
• Providing a safe environment for the student to work in. The workplace must meet 

Occupational Health and Safety standards. 
• Providing adequate induction and training to allow the student to perform their 

assigned tasks successfully. 
 
 

Scholarship payments to students 
Industry Placement Scholarships are awarded to students in the amount of $15,000. 
This is paid to students on a fortnightly basis when their placement commences. 

 
 

Professional Development Program 
Prior to undertaking industry placement, students are required 
to complete a compulsory Professional Development Program 
in their first and second years of study. 
This program covers topics such as job applications, resume writing and interview skills, 
as well as job search strategies and career planning. Industry sponsors are invited to 
take part in the Professional Development Program during the practice interview 
sessions and other relevant workshops. 

The aim of this program is to prepare students for the work environment they will 
encounter on industry placement, by developing their confidence, knowledge and 
understanding of employer expectations, while contributing to their personal and 
professional growth. 
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INDUSTRY  PROFILE  

McMillan Partners 
Accountants 
Ian Magee 
Director 

 
“We do a lot of work with Business and 
Economics at the Gippsland Campus 
and almost 100 per cent of our 
employees are accounting graduates 
from the campus. We’re also keen to 
support working and studying at the 
same time, which is something I did 
myself. 

There is a great demand for business 
graduates in the region, and 
participation in the Industry Placement 
Program allows us to get in front of 
potential employees and let them know 
about our organisation. 

Through IPP, we have the opportunity 
to develop a strong professional 
relationship with the student. We can 
also use their skills later on when they 
undertake longer placements, and 
ultimately, we hope to offer them a full 
time position when they finish their 
degree.” 



 

 
 

 
 

 
STUDENT  PROFILE  

 

Jane Mryzgloski 
Business, Finance and 
Macroeconomics 
Industry Sponsor: 
McMillan Partners 

As a student at the Gippsland Campus, 
I specialised in the area of accounting 
and saw the Industry Placement 
Program as a way of working towards 
my long-term career goals in the field. 

After a 26-week placement with 
McMillan Partners – one of Gippsland’s 
leading accounting and financial 
advisers – I was offered a full-time 
position with the firm. IPP gave me 
first-hand experience and an 
understanding of the expectations of 
employers, clients and colleagues. 
Direct entry into my desired field of 
work can be difficult, and yet I was 
being offered a graduate position, 
which was extremely exciting. 

Undertaking my placement alongside 
my studies was challenging, but the 
assistance received from both McMillan 
Partners and the University was a 
fundamental part of my success. 

I feel I’ve come out of the Industry 
Placement Program much more 
prepared for the future. The skills I have 
secured in leadership, communication, 
initiative, flexibility and adaptability will 
allow me to reach my goals much 
sooner. 



 
 

 
 

The Process 
 
 
 
 

Below is an outline of the process for organisations who wish 
to become involved in the Industry Placement Program. 

 

Stage 1 
  

Interest — Your organisation expresses interest in the program by contacting an IPP staff 
member. 

Stage 2: 
 Discussion — A staff member from the IPP will contact the organisation to discuss the 

program in more detail, including the benefits to the organisation and possible student 
placements. 

Stage 3: 
  

Decision — The organisation confirms with the IPP Office their decision to become an 
Industry Sponsor. 

Stage 4: 
  

Job description — The Industry Sponsor provides a summary of the placement 
(tasks/projects). IPP staff seeks interest from students in relevant study areas. 

Stage 5: 
  

Resumes — The Industry Sponsor is provided with the resumes of interested students and 
interviews are arranged. 

Stage 6: 
  

Interview — Generally, an IPP staff member will attend the interviews as an observer, to 
provide feedback to students. 

Stage 7: 
  

The Offer — The student is offered the placement, with dates agreed to by the student and 
the Industry Sponsor. 

Stage 8: 
  

The Contract — The Contract is signed by the university and the industry sponsor for the 
student’s placement. 

 
Stage 9: 

 Pre-placement meeting — The student, IPP staff and the organisation representative will 
meet at least one week prior to commencement to; provide the IPP placement folder, finalise 
finer details and confirm the responsibilities of the industry supervisor, student and allocated 
academic teacher during placement. 

Stage 10: 
  

Placement commences — Student begins placement with the organisation. 

Stage 11: 
 Site visits — Two are undertaken at weeks 6 and 16 and conducted by Industry Placement 

Program staff. The student’s industry supervisor will be asked to complete the student’s 
evaluation at weeks 12 and 26. 

Stage 12: 
  

Completion — Final student presentation held at the host organisation. 
The placement is then completed. 
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STUDENT  PROFILE  

 

Josh Wilson 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering 
Industry Sponsor: 
VicRoads 

“As a graduate of Gippsland’s Civil and 
Environmental Engineering degree, I 
applied for the Industry Placement 
Program to develop my knowledge in 
the field and expand my employment 
prospects. I thought it would be a good 
opportunity to get into the industry and 
maybe secure future employment after 
completing my degree. 

After securing a placement with 
VicRoads, I undertook a number of 
different tasks and roles, including 
involvement in road and roadside 
maintenance programs, asphalt 
rehabilitation, product trials, job 
tendering and developing specifications 
for works. 

Being in the industry has further 
enhanced my knowledge and 
understanding of the civil engineering 
field and it’s also helped me to develop 
a broad network of valuable contacts, 
which will be important in the future.” 
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Further information 
To learn more about how you can be part of the Industry 
Placement Program, contact the IPP Office. Our team will work 
with you to identify your needs and ensure we find the right match 
between our students and your organisation. 

 
 
Industry Placement Program 
1800 333 864 
ipp@federation.edu.au 
www.federation.edu.au/ipp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call: 1800 333 864 
Email:   info@federation.edu.au 
Visit: federation.edu.au 

Connect with FedUni on social media: 
 

/FedUniAustralia 

 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: Information contained in this brochure was correct at the time of printing (May 2016). Federation University Australia reserves 
the right to alter any program, procedure or fee, as deemed necessary. Prospective students should confirm program information by visiting 
federation.edu.au and vtac.edu.au or by contacting the University directly. The information contained in this brochure may not apply to 
international students. To find out more regarding International Education, please call +61 3 5327 9018. Produced by Federation University 
Australia, Marketing & Communications. Federation University Australia programs are delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government 
funding. CRICOS Provider No. 00103D. National RTO Code: 4909. CC_050516 
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